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I: Alright... todays date is November 18th, 2014. My name is Ian Logie and I am here with 

Jacqueline Haizlip. This is my interview with her for the William Penn Project. Why don’t we 

start how was your childhood, with when you were born, where were you born? 

 

J: Okay, I was born in High Point in the residence of 212 Bell St in High Point on December 6th 

1933.  

 

I: What were your parents’ names?  

 

J: My parents Maddie Lula Jones Hazilip and Louis B. Hazilip. People called him LB Hazilip.  

 

I: LB, that’s a nice nickname. Did you live your whole life in High Point?  

 

L: All of my formative years were here in High Point. I left going to college. With graduation I 

went away to work and back and forth to High Point during that time. Then I came back here for 

good to stay in 1994. So between 1960, after high school, and I guess 1994. I’ve been kind of 

back and forth. But generally not to far from home, in Durham North Carolina, Washington D.C. 

those areas. Between Washington and High Point for most of my life.  

 

I: Alright, So what was it like growing up in High Point during this time?  

 

J: Very good, I felt that we were privileged. We had everything we needed, most of the things we 

wanted so it wasn’t too bad. My dad was professional man, a business man. I think we were very 

fortunate, we didn’t need for much. And like everything else during that time, it was the time of 

segregation of schools, but you knew that so you went to your schools, we used the old hand-me-

down books from the schools on the other side of town. And we, they started busing now but we 

rode the buses from the south side over to at that time the only school we could attend, which 

was William Penn. There was nothing really significant or bad about it. We just got on the bus 

and rode to school, and you got on the bus and came back home from school. But we didn’t have 



 

 

two and three hour rides, it was about a twenty minute ride from one side of town to the other 

side of town. It was a city bus, so it wasn't a school bus, we rode the city bus. The kids from 

Trinity and Florence, they had school buses, but we rode the city buses. 

 

I: Okay, so when did your experience at William Penn start? When, was it 8th grade?  

 

J: No, I went to elementary school at Fairview Street school which went through the seventh 

grade. So I was at William Penn grades 8 through 12.  

 

I: Okay, what were the conditions of the school at the time? Take me through a daily life. 

 

J: Well, in the 8th grade of course we were in one classroom, had one teacher, you were in that 

classroom all day. Then as we went to high school in the 9th grade of course we were changing 

classes, and you were exposed to different teachers for different subjects. It was, as you look 

back, that was a good time.  (Laughing) There was nothing particularly bad. You knew when you 

went down town, certain places, things would be different. You had your signs colored only, 

This kind of thing, your water fountains, you stood at a lunch counter. But all in all, in some 

cases everybody stood. Woolworths had a counter, the cafeteria had an eating counter 

downtown. I don’t remember much about that but at Kress down there, I can’t remember, well 

they had stools there. But you know you could get off the bus right there, go in the back of Kress 

because that’s where the concession stand was. You could get three hot dogs for a dollar, and 

(Laughing) that was all the way, you know. Frank on a bun with mustard, coleslaw, chili, that 

was all the way. You have to remember now (Laughing) that was back in the late 40’s and you 

know we were over there. Things were, except for seeing the signs, white water fountains and 

colored water fountains, it was the same thing for the bathrooms. That was the difference when 

you went to the theater, even though we had Ritz Theater on Washington Street. You didn’t get 

the latest movies when they came out, eventually they would come around. But if you went to 

any of the other theaters, there were three other theaters here, the Paramount, the Broadhurst, and 

the Center. Of course you could not go to the Center Theatre, but the Broadhurst and the 

Paramount, you had to use another entrance and you went upstairs, there was no restroom or 

anything, so you just went upstairs and you saw a movie. You came out and that was it. You 



 

 

knew if you went there, but at the Ritz that was the one place you could go, you got your 

popcorn, you had your concession stand, you could go and you could almost spend all day in 

there because you went in you saw the cartoon, the newsreel, the previews of coming events, you 

saw one, maybe two serials, the main feature, and you know at that time children paid  nine 

cents, I think adults paid twenty-five cents to go into the movie, so you got your popcorn and to 

me you know it what was not bad times. It was the time it was. You know you did not go to 

some of the other places, you didn't know about them so you didn't want to go anyway. You 

stayed in the areas you were familiar with,  you were accustomed to. Couldn’t go to the golf 

course, unless you were a caddy, but you know we weren’t into playing a lot of golf anyway. So, 

you know we had our own things, we had one of the nicest parks in the area, people came here 

from Virginia, from all over, from in the state. Washington Terrace Park, we just called it the 

Park at that time. You had a pavilion where upstairs, you had a concession stand, you had the 

jukebox, you could dance, you could look over the pool, we had swim meets there.  Down in the 

lower end, you had your tennis courts down there. On the front end you had swings, you had a 

baby pool, a wading pool. So it was nice, later the Patricians Club put the train set out there. My 

understand is that they began to die out and everything, that was the train set that was moved to 

city lake, that was because you know the people they died out, the membership died out they 

didn't have the money so the funds were available at city lake from whatever source to maintain 

it and it’s probably been upgraded several times since then. I’m not sure at what point the 

pavilion came down, and they just had everything on one level. But it was nice going up on the 

pavilion, where you could look down and see the swim meets or other people swimming and just 

enjoy. It was open upstairs, part of it was sheltered, so even when it was raining you were up 

there. Strick, who was it, and his wife she ran the concession stand, his name was Strickland but 

I can’t think of his first name, for years and year and years. And Ms. McDonnell was downstairs 

with the swimming pool portion, with the lockers. They were people that you knew, you saw 

them, and you knew all the teachers, and the professional people because they were all basically 

in one area because people were segregated and you just did not have access to other areas. But 

we had everything on Washington Street. Coming from southside going to William Penn Hugh 

School you passed all the businesses, you know your doctors office, your dentist office, the 

theatre, the shoe shops, the funeral home, clothing stores, we had everything right here in these, 



 

 

well from these two or three blocks, and they've been reconfigured with everything. It was just a 

wonderful time, we had everything we needed.  

 

I: Sounds like a special place. Was it centered around more so the school or was it just the 

business aspect of it? 

 

J: No it was just a street you know. You started from one end you know, the businesses were 

there, the black businesses were there , because you got to most of the black businesses before 

you got to William Penn, and on past William Penn, just off the campus was a little store where 

you got your candy, your fruit, whatever, whatever. and then past that you had Hoover’s funeral 

home. That’s going on past William Penn, going towards the park.  

 

I: So is, so Washington Street was the hub of it all?  

 

J: It was, it was the hub of the black businesses. Southside had some of your businesses but you 

had more things over on this side of town.  

 

I: So would you spend the majority of your time with your family, when you were a kid 

 

J: Yeah you know we spent time with the family, but you also had at that time Mrs. Cobb started 

the youth center, that was at the time at the corner of Washington and Underhill, I think it was 

part of the Henley hotel or it was right there next to it. You could go there you had your jukebox, 

you could dance and everything. You had your social time for the young people, and you didn't 

have to worry about it because she was big in stature and she made sure she kept order. When 

she spoke (Laughing) everybody listened. So you know she was one of the teachers that helped 

structure many; in those formative years, she was right there. She made sure you did what you 

were supposed to do. You got your discipline at home as well as your teachers. Because they 

cared about you, they knew your parents, some of them went to church with you. So, it was just 

one big family. Everybody knew everybody.  

 

I: One big family. 



 

 

 

J: Yes, as opposed to now I think sometimes in your schools, teachers are not always required to 

go to your PTA meetings, they only go to so many per year. At that time, that was the time the 

teachers and parents interacted, the parents could find out what their children were doing, how 

their children were doing. And the teachers would visit your home. 

 

I: Really?  

 

J: Oh yes, they would visit your home. To let them know, okay your child’s doing this or they 

need this. They need to improve here. It was a good time, unlike today where so often I think the 

teachers are afraid of the kids, and they have reason to be. Sometimes the parents are very hostile 

now, they are working two, three jobs, so there is no one there to even receive a teacher [at the 

home] if they went. So the only time you might have an interaction between the teachers, the 

school, and your parents is when there is a problem. It can be a problem as far as discipline or it 

can be a health problem. You know a developmental problem, and that way the school then once 

they identify, well interact with the family to see what resources are available to see if you can 

find some kind of assistance for the family or channel them in the right direction.  

 

I: Yeah, kind of guide them. So when you were growing up was there a system for when the 

teachers would come visit your house, you know, were they just central figures that really stood 

out to you, anyone in particular?    

 

J: Let’s see, my dad was a businessman, so he was on the same social level with a lot of the 

teachers. At that time they had the business and professional men’s club, the ladies had the Alpha 

Art club, which incidentally the oldest African-American organization, to my knowledge, in 

High Point, it was founded in 1924 and is still in existence. You had both of those social outlets, 

which both of my parents, my mother was a member of the Alpha Art club, my father was a 

member of the professional men’s club, so many times people met in homes. So when they came 

you got to know, well you got to know them anyway from being in school, so you got to see 

them on a social level. It made a difference, it just brought you a little closer, you got to know 

them a little better, they got to know you a little better. It was good time, I think. 



 

 

 

I: Are there any specific memories that stick out to you? Anything funny? A little mishap? 

Trouble?  

 

J: Well you know you don’t tell all of that. (Laughing) 

 

I: Anything you wanted to share that is. 

 

J:  I don’t know you know, you had good times you had bad times. Nothing is really just 

standing out. Mr. Burford was just one of a kind. For his time, he was just ahead of his time. He 

kept tabs on everyone too. Sometimes they got it wrong. I was called into the office once when 

myself and two of my friends, we had gone to, it was something with the, one of the athletic 

events, either a celebration of it, and we went with our escorts to this event. Later we were called 

into the office the next day, the guys played a game the next day, they lost miserably, the two 

other young ladies and myself were called into the office because they said we went to a club in 

Greensboro afterwards, which was absolutely untrue. They said they saw a car, they saw us. But 

it was untrue. There were those mistaken identities (Laughing) But of course you can say (funny 

voice) I was home, go call my mom she knew what time I got home. But they were not having it. 

I was horrified that we were called into the office for something like that. and it especially it 

wasn't true. That was one incident. You didn't just stand up and say, you stated your case, you 

said well we weren’t there, they said you were there. What can you say?  

 

I: Mr. Burford, what was he like in the community? How was he viewed as far as you can tell?  

 

J: Well you know he was just Mr. Burford, he directed the choir, he would come down into the 

rooms sometimes to see what was going on. He was not big in stature but he stood tall as an 

educator. Gained the respect of everyone, even the class bullies. If Mr. Burford said something to 

them, they respected that. You didn’t, you had some people went off the mischievous kinds of 

things, but all in all you had the students respecting the teachers. you didn't have a lot of back 

talk and this kind of thing. You know your always gonna have someone whose gonna get away 

with something or try something. But then you didn’t have the drugs then like now, if somebody 



 

 

went to a party and they brought out a bottle of wine  “ Oh my Gosh!” that was the worst. I don't 

think you everybody anybody who knew of anybody who even smoked marijuana. That was you 

know, a bottle of wine was about as bad as it got, (Laughing) You might have a dozen people 

around “ We got a bottle of wine, we got a bottle of wine” It was just good times you know. You 

didn't have all of the entitlement programs that you have now. People took care of each other, 

through your communities or your churches. That’s not to say you didn't have some form of 

welfare, but people kinda looked out for each other and that was a good thing, I think. You knew 

people still were proud and didn't want to feel you were in need, when there was a need there 

was someone there to kind of fill it. You didn’t have to wait to fill out a gazillion forms to see 

whether or not for someone to determine if you were eligible for this. Of course, then we’re 

going back into the time of WWII when everything was rationed, your anything rubber, metal 

was rationed, your canned goods were rationed so you had to have ration books to get things like 

butter, sugar, and of course your nylons and things were in short supply because they used those 

for parachutes. It was during that time, you can remember how even the strings in your 

underwear the elastic. Those are things you remember, when you start talking you think about oh 

you remember this and that so.  

 

I: Was that a scary time for you personally? Was it on your mind? 

 

J: Well you know, in the schools we had things like once a week you brought your dimes in, 

your ten cents in and you bought savings bonds. That was the way we helped, it encouraged 

people to buy savings bonds, those who were able, I think it was on a weekly basis. Let’s see 

your testing my memory now. (Laughing) That’s alright. during the war of course that was what 

we did. I don’t know whether or it was scary, you knew the war was going on and you knew 

there were some fatalities. You read about the things in the newspaper, that was, at that time you 

had the newspaper, you also had the newspaper which was based I think in Baltimore, the Afro I 

think that was the name of the newspaper and then of course the local paper had a section, news 

of interest to colored people and so you had anything that was going on in the colored 

community was there, fatality in the war, someone had just enlisted, someone was serving in 

another part of the country or someone had just gone out of state. You know all that news was 

there, deaths and everything. You know you were kept abreast of it really.  



 

 

 

I: How did William-Penn help you prepare for college? 

 

J: Well, I could say we did have a college track, you knew if you were going on to college you 

did certain with the guys. If you are familiar with the history of William Penn, that was a Quaker 

school, the American Friends Service, American Friends, that previously had their annual 

meetings in Asheboro then decided that wanted to build a school to help educate the young 

colored children. So initially that was a trade school, it was kind of a boarding school really, and 

so at that time the I came over the male students generally from 9-12 were in shop because they 

learned how to lay brick, and do other things. So if they went out and didn't get another job they 

had the beginning of some kind of trade. Unlike the female students we had home economics 

were you learned to cook and you learned to sew. Unlike the Caucasian high schools where they 

had secretarial courses, they had cosmetology, we didn't have any of those kinds of things. They 

could leave high school and have a secretarial background wherein we did not have that. But you 

did have a business course as part of the high school, and of course if you went on to college, 

you took another course in English course, an additional course in algebra, a math course, 

something that was going to be apart of your college prep. You had your state and national honor 

societies, if your GPA was at a certain level you were inducted into that.  Of course that helped 

too. But some people knew they were going on to college, others just felt if they were fortunate 

to have made it through High School, and go into a factory or do some other kind of work. Our 

trade could be barbering, beauty culture , or something like that. But they did everything they 

could, we didn’t have so much guidance counselors but I guess in a way they were. They would 

tell you about the scholarships that were available at this school and that school and you could 

apply for them. It was as a whole from your principal on down to all of your instructors, but no 

guidance department per se, where that was just their full thing is to go out and seek scholarships 

to different schools. This is just from my memory now, there were certainly some athletic 

scholarships that were available to the guys. But then there weren’t as many scholarships 

available to the females.  We had a female basketball team but then we didn’t have that many 

female, I don't know if there were any females getting scholarships at that time. 

 

I: Did you play any sports? Were you on the basketball team?  



 

 

 

J: No, no,no,no. 

 

I: Did you have any friends that did? 

 

J: Well you knew them, but no. One of my classmates was a basketball player, she was one of 

the ones who came in from Florence.  She and her sisters were basketball players, the Ingram, 

Lois and I can’t think of her sisters name. And then of course you knew everybody on the team 

because you knew everybody at the school. My graduating class I think was only fifty one so you 

knew everybody. 

 

I: Were the athletic events big events like they are today?  

 

J:  Everybody then just about. Of course when the, at that time we played our football at the 

stadium up at High Point College at the time. When there was a game you just about saw 

everybody there, ‘cause that was one of the social or community events. It was good times. You 

look back and there were things you couldn’t do and things that were not available to you but all 

in all it was a happy time, it was a time when families were still together and you did things 

together within the limitations that you had.  

 

I: Well that’s unfortunate.  

 

J: It was different you know.  

 

I: And now the adjustment period as the times kind of changed what were your thoughts?  

 

J: You know some people say we’re integrated, I’m not sure we are totally integrated. They 

desegregated so you know that you can go different places. But I don’t think that has been the 

best thing for the black community because you don’t have the closeness that you had when 

things were segregated. Everybody knew everyone and don’t think it was necessarily the best 

thing. You want everybody to feel equal, you know if you want to go to a store, I want to feel I 



 

 

will be treated the same and charged the same as someone else who goes there. If I want a glass 

of water I don’t want to go to the tap and fill it with tap water and we’re there together and they'll 

fill your glass with ice, with a lemon in it and not charge you and they might charge me twenty 

five cents to get a glass of tap and you'll get a glass of ice water. You want equal, that’s the 

whole thing, even though things are desegregated, there are still subtle things and sometimes not 

so subtle that indicate things have not changed that much. There was a time when if you were 

going to the employment commission looking for a job they had certain things if a black person 

went in they would guide you towards a housekeeping job or something like that. You could go 

in, if you’re a female they would guide you to another thing. They had little codes, they couldn’t 

segregate by law, but they had little codes, that kind of thing. It wasn't right but you’re on the 

other end so, it was just the way it was. And still is in some places.  

 

I: I agree with that statement. Definitely. You graduated in which year? 

 

J: I graduated in 1951. The last class was in 1968. They moved to Andrews and Mr. Burford was 

the first principal over there. And I can’t remember the year he died, he was probably there until 

his death. 

 

I: And he was teaching choir when you were there?  

 

J: Yeah, he was. He always had the Messiah, he directed the choir. He was principal, He was 

responsible for everything in the school, but the choir was one of his projects. He was on top of 

his game. You had some excellent teachers there we really did. And I’m trying to think you 

probably have a few of the teachers who are still around. Different degrees of health, but I can 

think of one or two that are right here in the area. One just died last year, who taught home 

economics. Dorothy Parish, when she came here she was married to Rufus Bostic, and think she 

died early this year. Now you had our biology teacher, Vertie Mae Broussard, who was married 

to Lacy Kindle. She is still living. And I’m trying to think of anybody else who was in the school 

system that I can think of who is still living. I know some teacher who are here but they were, 

they came along after I did. There’s one Erlene Dennis, who is a teacher, who did not teach me, 

she was probably in elementary school, but she and her husband were both in the school system. 



 

 

She is still living, and getting around well, she drives and everything. I just can’t remember at 

what level she taught, whether it was elementary or High School, I just cannot remember 

because I was out of school by the time she came along. She was here during my time, they 

socialized with my dad. 

 

I: I got to send that to Dr. Ringel, maybe we should. 

 

J: But it was good, in many cases we were privileged, in other cases there were things to be 

desired. But all in all  it was a happy time, you know cause you read about it and you hear about 

it, and I’m sure some things happened. But all in all I felt privileged.  

 

I: I don’t want to eat up too much of your time. Anything else you can add?  

 

J: I can’t think of anything. When we talk about the times then, you have to remember during 

that time, many people did not have cars. If you had cars, you didn't have multiple cars in a 

family. So the bus was your common means of transportation as opposed to now where the bus 

starts at a certain time in the morning then they stop at 6 o’Clock. Which gets to be a problem for 

some people with jobs. But as people were able to move out either because an area has opened 

up where they can live and then they acquired their own private transportation and as things 

progressed they had more than one vehicle. So you move out and out. That’s a sign of the time, 

you can’t say well go into a certain area and say this is an area where blacks live, because were 

all over. That was the time well you say they live over on this particular street, and you knew 

that’s where blacks were. Many times if there was any integration into the neighborhood because 

whites had lived there or you had the white flight. Or maybe that was the only place where a 

white could afford to live. So you had that kind of thing going. From an economic standpoint, 

that segregates us more than color, skin color. Or as much as.  

 

I: I agree with that statement.... It shouldn’t be but thats the way it is.  

 

J: It’s the way it is, who decides what’s right and wrong. You just have to go by how you've 

grown up and the things that have been instilled in you. Sometimes it’s the peer pressure things, 



 

 

you may have grown up with certain directives but as you get up and you see then you decide for 

yourself what you've been taught to believe. Some times you've been taught things by words or 

by action. If I, if I’m on an elevator and you get on with your child, and you start pulling your 

child close to you, squeezing her hand and everything, the child all of the sudden associates fear, 

there is something wrong with this. And so whether you have said the words to them or whether 

your actions have taught them, you’re formulating their minds. 

 

I: Yeah you might not be able to name it, but you’re still experiencing it.  

 

J: Right, and so that’s the kind of thing. We teach our children and that goes both ways. So you 

have bigotry from all sides of the fence. You see it towards some of the foreigners who are 

coming here now, and you see it through “Why do they have to come here.” You know, 

everybody wants to improve their lot. If coming here, however way I can get here, will make it 

better for me, then I’m going to try to do it. Everybody is not going to welcome you with open 

arms, but you certainly do not have to step on their necks. To try to make you feel like you are 

better than. So that’s off the subject I know ( Laughing)  

 

I: What was your experience with black and white at that time, when you were going to William 

Penn? What was your mindset about it at that time? 

 

J: You know you there was a kind of. you think about job things, because I worked after school.  

I worked as a cashier at theatre, we had different jobs. I could go to someplace like Belk’s, where 

I had to have a year or two of college to have a job as a cashier, and maybe somebody from High 

School had a part time job as a cashier there who could not count money. Something comes to 

two dollars and thirty five cents, and you give the person a ten and the change. But they got a job 

here as a cashier? You did not have the computers then telling you, this is what it costs, this is 

what they gave you, this is what you need to give them back. You say, gee, it’s all about the 

dollar. I worked at Tobias one of the stores downtown at that time, one of the department stores, 

I worked in the children's department, gift wrapping and doing whatever had to be done down 

there, the guy who was heading that department was from New York and he said he would like 

to pay you more but [interview cuts off] 


